
2021 ASABE CA/NV
Section Meeting

Zoom Meeting 2/10/2021



Poster Competition

Award winners, posters, and video presentations 

available on the ASABE CA/NV Awards Page

https://asabecanv.wordpress.com/awards/


2021 ASABE CA/NV
Section Meeting

Zoom Meeting 2/10/2021



https://youtu.be/FknwPzCx6iw

https://youtu.be/FknwPzCx6iw


Meeting Agenda
5:00 PM Welcome / Poster Competition

6:00 PM Business Meeting

Section Report

Student Rally Update

Officer Elections

School Reports

Awards: Posters, Membership, Engineer of 

the Year

Sponsors

7:00 PM ASABE Update: Candice Engler (President)

7:30 PM Keynote: Post-Fire Recovery, Desi Ramirez &

Liz Colby (USDA NRCS Engineers)

8:10 PM Closing Comments

8:15 PM Adjourn
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2020 Officer Team
Chair – Lynn Groundwater Moeller, Provost and Pritchard

Vice Chair – Tyler Barzee, UC Davis

Secretary- Charles Hillyer, CSU Fresno

Treasurer – Bo Liu, Cal Poly SLO

Past Chair – Hossein Edalati, UC Davis

Program Chair – Mohammad Sadek, Cal Poly SLO

Membership Chair – Julie Meyers, USDA NRCS

Public Relations – Irwin Donis-Gonzalez, UC Davis

Awards Chair – Sushant Mehan, Formation Environment, LLC

Student/ Industry Liaison – Steve Zicari, California Safe Soils

Career Development – Carolyn M. Jones, USDA NRCS
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2020 Activities

2020 Feb 2020 Annual Meeting

Mar-Jan Second Student Rally Planning 

Mar-Oct By-Laws Update

2021 Jan Second ASABE CA/NV Student Rally

2021 Feb 2021 Annual Meeting
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2021 Activities

Bimonthly Updates (newsletter)

In Person Meetings/Events??? 

3rd Annual CA/NV Section Student Rally

Connect employers and students

Continue increasing membership



Section Updates

https://asabecanv.org

https://asabecanv.wordpress.com/rally/


2020-2021 Update: Membership

• 286 members 

as of 1/30/21

• 9 new or reinstated members in 1/2021

• 48 new members 

in 2020

Orange line:
Total membership

Blue bars:
# of presently
active members
joined in each year
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2020 Treasurer’s Report - Section
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2020 Treasurer’s Report - Rally



Student Rally Update



Student Rally Programming

https://asabecanv. org

https://asabecanv.wordpress.com/rally/


Inaugural ASABE CA/NV Section 

Student Rally

January 16-17, 2021

2020-2021 Leadership

Past President – Tyler Barzee, UCD

President – Jose Amezcua, Cal Poly

Vice President – Taylor Hunt, MJC

Secretary – Brandon Salazar, UCM

Treasurer – Luis Villanueva, Cal Poly

Parliamentarian – Michael Souza, UCM

Regional Advisor – Peter Livingston, Cal Poly





Thank You to our 2021 Rally Sponsors!
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Thank you to our 2020 Rally Sponsors



Third Annual ASABE CA/NV Student Rally
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By-Laws Update



2021 Officer Nominees: Executive Committee

Chair Lynn Groundwater, PE 

Senior Engineer

Provost & Pritchard

Vice Chair Tyler Barzee, PhD

Postdoctoral Scholar

UC Davis Bio & Agricultural Engineering Dept

Treasurer Mohammad Sadek, PhD

Faculty

CalPoly SLO BioResources & Ag Engineering Dept

Secretary Charles Hillyer, PhD

Director

CSU Fresno Center for Irrigation Technology

Past Chair Carolyn M. Jones, PE

Bay/Delta Team Agricultural Engineer

USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service



2021 Officer Nominees: Standing Committees
Membership Kristen Perano, PhD 

Agricultural Engineer

USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service

Programming Irwin Donis-Gonzales, PhD

Faculty & Asst. Cooperative Extension Specialist

UC Davis,  Bio & Agricultural Engineering Dept

Public Relations Sushant Mehan, PhD

Postdoctoral Scholar

Ohio State U;  Food, Ag, Bio Engineering Dept

Student-Industry Steve Zicari, PhD PE

Chief Technology Officer

California Safe Soils

Career Development Luis Cabrales Arriaga, PhD

Chair

CSU Bakersfield,  Physics & Engineering Dept

Awards Chair Manuel Andrade, PhD

Faculty

UN Reno; Ag, Vet, & Rangeland Science Dept



2021 Officer Nominees
Nominee Bios: https://bit.ly/2Z5IBLs

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Chair Lynn Groundwater, PE Provost & Pritchard, Sr. Engineer

Vice Chair Tyler Barzee, PhD UC Davis BAE, Postdoc Scholar

Treasurer Mohammad Sadek, PhD CalPoly SLO BRAE, Faculty

Secretary Charles Hillyer, PhD CSU Fresno CIT, Director

Past Chair Carolyn M. Jones, PE USDA NRCS, Bay/Delta Team Engr

STANDING COMMITTEE

Membership Kristen Perano, PhD USDA NRCS, Engineer

Programming Irwin Donis-Gonzales, PhD UC Davis BAE, Faculty 

Public Relations Sushant Mehan, PhD OSU FABE, Postdoc Scholar

Student-Industry Steve Zicari, PhD California Safe Soils, CTO

Career Development Luis Cabrales Arriaga, PhD CSUB Physics & Engr, Chair

Awards Chair Manuel Andrade, PhD UN Reno, AVR Sciences Faculty

https://bit.ly/2Z5IBLs
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School Reports



Years of Membership
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Agricultural Systems Management 

Major Option in Industrial Technology

Jordan College of Agricultural Sciences and Technology
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Fresno State Update

Dr. Balaji Seth

Agricultural Systems Management 

Jordan College of Agricultural Sciences and Technology

TREE NUT PROCESSING COURSE LABORATORY

Construction is underway at California State University, Fresno for the Tree Nut 

Processing Course. This lab & lecture structured course will provide students 

with an in-depth look at various equipment, technologies and programs that assist 

tree nut hulling, shelling and processing operations throughout the season. Thanks 

to generous support from Western Ag Processors Association Board Member Dan 

Pronsolino (Dunnigan Hills Hulling & Shelling), Gary Dunn (Wonderful 

Pistachios); Tomra, Nolin, Forsberg, Wonderful, Cortina Hulling and Shelling, 

and Capay Canyon Ranch for their equipment donations; and a big thank you to 

Excelsior Construction and JTI for their installation expertise.
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Awards
1. Poster Competition Winners

2. Years of Membership Milestones

3. CA/NV Section Engineer of the Year Award

Undergraduate

1st Place – Panattoni

2nd Place – Li

3rd Place – n/a

Graduate Student

1st Place – Araujo 

2nd Place – Mayanjya

3rd Place – Dien

4th Place – Chio

Poster Competition Winners
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Awards
1. Poster Competition Winners

2. Years of Membership Milestones

3. CA/NV Section Engineer of the Year Award

40 Years – Satyansu Kundu

40 Years – William W. Seiders

25 Years – Wendy J. Powers

Years of Membership Milestones
72 Years – Wesley E. Yates

70 Years – John R. Goss

70 Years – Robert B. Skromme

69 Years – Wiley H. Henson, Jr.

67 Years – Bill A. Stout

64 Years – William R. DeTar

64 Years – John C. Siemens

62 Years – Donaldson S. Taylor

60 Years – Edward M. Norum
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Awards
1. Poster Competition Winners

2. Years of Membership Milestones

3. CA/NV Section Engineer of the Year Award

Edward Norum graduated from the University of Minnesota in 

1953 with a degree in Agricultural Engineering. While still in 

college, he met a recruiter for the Hawaiian Sugar Planter’s 

Association (HSPA) Experiment Station and shortly after 

graduation boarded a Boeing Stratocruiser headed to Honolulu, 

Hawai’i. For 68+ years, Norum has worked on engineering and 

irrigation projects in over 20 countries and the United States, 

including 35 years in California. He served as the first director of 

the Center for Irrigation Technology (CIT) at California State 

University, Fresno where he is still active in research, testing, and 

standards work. Norum holds four patents with the most recent 

patent issued in 2020 for a drip line hydrocyclone. 

Engineer of the Year Award
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2021 Sponsors
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ASABE Update

Candice Engler

ASABE President



Tulare, CA 02/10/10

Keynote Speech 
Post-Fire Recovery Assistance 

Desi Ramirez & Liz Colby, USDA NRCS Engineers

Desi Ramirez, P.E.

Desi started working for the USDA Natural Resources 

Conservation Service (NRCS) in June 2005 and worked as a 

Field Office Engineer in the Somis, El Centro, and Salinas 

offices.  She became an Area Engineer in 2011.

Desi’s post-fire response experience began in 2008 with the 

Basin-Complex fire in Big Sur and has continued through the 

recent River-Carmel and Dolan Fires.  She earned a BS in 

Environmental Resources Engineering from Humboldt State 

University in 2005.  Desi became a Professional Civil Engineer 

(PE) in California in 2009.  She worked as a private consultant, 

NRCS Technical Service Provider (TSP), design engineer at the 

Resource Conservation District of Monterey County (RCDMC), 

and managed the irrigation design team for RDO 

Equipment/RDO Water in the Southwest US and Mexico.  

Having the honor of being the first female Area Engineer in 

California NRCS, her experience spans irrigation, erosion 

control, dairy manure management, streams and rivers, practices 

in the desert setting, and much more.  Desi is fluent in English 

and Spanish.

Liz Colby, P.E.

Liz started working for the USDA Natural Resources 

Conservation Service (NRCS) in June 2005 in the Petaluma 

Field Office serving Marin and Sonoma Counties.  Liz’s post 

disaster response experience began in January 2006 after the 

New Year’s Eve 2005 floods.  Since then, she has responded to 

requests for assistance following the 2017 Napa winter rains, 

2017 Napa Complex fires, 2019 Napa winter rains, and 2020 

Quail, LNU, and Glass fires in Napa and Solano Counties.  Liz 

was the NRCS representative for the Napa County post-fire 

coordination effort in 2017 and continues that role.  Liz earned a 

BS in Agricultural and Biological Engineering from Purdue 

University in 2005 and an MS in Civil and Environmental 

Engineering from the University of California, Davis in 2009.  

Liz became a Professional Civil Engineer (PE) in California in 

2010.  She moved with the US Air Force to Charleston, South 

Carolina (2010 – 2013).  Upon returning to California, Liz 

worked as the District Engineer for Dixon Resource 

Conservation District (DRCD) for 3 years before rejoining 

NRCS as Field Office Engineer in Napa, supporting NRCS and 

partnership projects in Solano County (2013 – 2020).
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Closing Comments
Let’s keep this momentum going!

If you have comments or ideas for the Section, please

contact the Section Chair.

New Officers

Welcome to the Officer Team!

Please send your contact information to the Section Chair.

Schools

Make sure the contact information we have for your faculty

and student representatives are up to date. Contact the

Section Chair to make any edits.
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Thank you for coming!


